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Dardanelle School District 

Board of Education Meeting 
January 12, 2015 

Education Center 

7:00 p.m. 

 

-Minutes- 

Members Present: 
  

 Jerry Don Woods, President  

 Jerry Dawson, Vice President 

Brandon Carter, Secretary    

 Sherry Hicks **Absent** 

 Jody Sigle   

 

I. Call to Order/Pledge  
 

President Woods called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mrs. Hicks 

was was absent from the meeting and Mr. Carter arrived late at 7:10 p.m.   Superintendent, Mr. John 

Thompson, was also absent from the meeting.  Mr. Jamie Burris filled in for Mr. Thompson as needed. 

 

II. Statements from the Public 

 

None 

 

III. Information Items  

 

A.  Building Reports 

 

Mrs. Jernigan reported that the first graders had their first annual Christmas musical which was well 

attended with every seat in the cafeteria filled.  Primary teachers are preparing for upcoming PARCC 

pilot testing.  Mr. Laughinghouse was absent from the meeting therefore there was no update from the 

intermediate building.  Mr. Keeling reported a great start back to the spring semester.  Middle School’s 

before and after school enrichment program started back today.  Mrs. Lawrence shared a recent article 

from The Courier congratulating the high school on their recent honors.  Mrs. Lawrence discussed in 

detail the visual, instrumental, and vocal art programs noting that she would like to see the vocal program 

grow and possibly even add an additional choir instructor in the near future. 

 

B.  Curriculum Report 

 

Mr. Burris noted that they continue to prepare for the upcoming PARCC assessment.  Mr. Burris and Mrs. 

Kuras will be attending a workshop Thursday at Arch Ford Co-Op regarding the new state letter grade 

scoring system.  Mrs. Kuras reported that all schools participated in a productive and informative 

curriculum day on January 5
th
.  Each school had a specific agenda and building level meetings.   

 

C.  Financial Report 

 

Jennifer Thaxton provided the financial report.  The district has an ending balance of $3,724.374.06 in 

total operating funds and $1,604,872.02 in total building funds as of December 31, 2014. 
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D.  Food Service Report 

 

Mr. Taylor updated the board on the planned high school remodel as the original goal of having the 

remodel done over the December break did not happen. Chartwells will be meeting with Mr. Thompson 

on Thursday to review the remodel, budgets, and goals for the food service program.  “Breakfast in the 

Classroom” has been implemented at the primary with a sharp increase in breakfast participation.  He met 

with teachers to get their input on how to improve the program and he continues to evaluate it to see how 

they can make it better for students and staff members. Plans are to implement the program at the 

intermediate level in the near future.  

 

E.  Maintenance and Transportation Report 

 

Mr. Vestal reported they had a recent facilities inspection with no write ups whatsoever. 

 

IV. Discussion Items  

 

Mr. Burris presented each board member with a certificate honoring them for their service as part of 

School Board Member Recognition Month. 

 

Mr. Woods, as president of the Arkansas School Boards Association, updated the board and 

administrators about upcoming legislation to be discussed in the new legislative session.  Areas of 

concern for him are moving the school elections to the November general elections and a possible push 

towards privatizing education in Arkansas.  He noted that the ASBA opposes both of these measures.  

 

The upcoming National School Boards Association meeting will be held in March in Nashville, TN.  Mr. 

Woods encouraged fellow board members to attend. 

 

The district received notice from Kyle Key, Coordinator with the Arkansas Department of Emergency 

Management, that there were no funds available at this time for our school safe room projects.  Should 

additional funding become available, he will contact administration. 

 

V. Action Items   BY CONSENSUS 

 

A. Approval of Minutes     

 

Administration recommended approval of the December 8, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

B.  Approval of Bills 

 

Administration recommended approval of the December 2014 bills for payment as submitted. 

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve the action items by consensus.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

VI. Action Items 

 

A.  Merritt Park Usage Agreement 

 

Administration recommended approving the Merritt Park Usage Agreement with the City of Dardanelle 

as submitted.     

 

Mr. Carter moved to approve the Merritt Park Usage Agreement as submitted.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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B.  Petitions for Student Transfer 

 

A petition for student transfer has been received from name omitted on behalf of her sons, name omitted, 

to transfer from Dardanelle to Pottsville. 

 

A petition for student transfer has been received from name omitted on behalf of her son, name omitted, to 

transfer from Dardanelle to Pottsville. 

 

Mr. Burris reviewed each transfer with the board noting that administration recommended approving the 

transfers.  Mr. Sigle moved to approve the transfers.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

 

Executive Session 

 

 

 

The board adjourned to executive session at 7:37 p.m. and returned at 8:05 p.m. 

 

Employment 

Administration recommended employing Carrie Biggs as a Cook, Step 4, effective January 13, 2015.  

She is currently a substitute and has completed all of the pre-employment required background checks.   

 

Resignation 

 

Administration recommended accepting the resignation of Marilyn Bryson, High School Instructor, 

effective the end of the 2014-2015 school year. 

 

Superintendent’s Contract: 

 

The current contract of the Superintendent is effective through June 30, 2017.   

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve the employment of Carrie Biggs, the resignation of Marilyn Bryson, and to 

extend the contract of Mr. John Thompson through June 30, 2018 with a 5% salary increase to his 

contract effective the 2014-2015 school year.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

VIII. Adjourn   

 

At 8:08 p.m. Mr. Dawson moved to adjourn.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________  ____________________________ 

Jerry Don Woods, President   Brandon Carter, Secretary 

 


